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San Diego Tax Roll Hits Record High Despite COVID
2021 Assessed Value Tops $627 Billion

Assessor Dronenburg Certifies 2021 Assessment Roll With a 3.72% Increase
Record Savings for Taxpayers & Small Business Owners – 9th Year of Growth
San Diego, CA - San Diego County Assessor Ernest J. Dronenburg, Jr. has certified and closed the
2021 assessed value roll of all taxable property with a record-setting high $627.25 billon value, reflecting
a 3.72 percent increase (or $22.5 billion) over last year. The 2021 assessment roll is based on assessed
values as of January 1, 2021. Property tax reductions for those values affected by COVID-19
government restrictions were reflected in this 2021 assessment roll. The roll consisted of 1,006,991
real estate parcels, 54,148 business personal property accounts, 13,312 boats, and 1,550 aircraft. The
roll’s total net assessed value is $602.06 billion after deducting $25.19 billion for a record-high
reduction resulting in over $250 million in property tax savings for homeowners, disabled veterans,
and charitable organizations.
Assessor Dronenburg commented, “The 2021 property tax roll reflects the great work my team did
with our key partners, proactively reaching out to small business and property owners impacted by
COVID-19 to help them qualify for $1.1 billion in assessed value reductions for property tax relief.”
Dronenburg further noted, “The 2021 property tax roll highlights that Proposition 13 delivered on its
key promises. First, that taxpayers be protected from unaffordable property taxes due to skyrocketing
real estate values that could cause them to lose their homes. Second, it provided for the ninth year in a
row a reliable and increased government funding source for key services like schools and first
responders, insulating them from the current COVID-19 pandemic.” Dronenburg concluded, “Thanks
to Proposition 13, no homeowner should lose their home due to unaffordable property taxes and no
government should lack funding due to the pandemic.”
County Administration Center • 1600 Pacific Highway, Room 110 • San Diego, CA 92101 • (619) 531-5507

visit our website at www.sdarcc.com

The 2021 assessment roll reflected a record-high property tax savings of over $250 million for
taxpayers. The Assessor’s outreach program, led by Taxpayer Advocate Jordan Marks along with the
exemptions’ staff, qualified 471,161 homeowners for over $32 million in savings from the
Homeowners’ Exemption, 11,983 San Diego County disabled veterans for over $17 million in savings
using the Disabled Veterans’ Exemption, and 5,148 welfare institutions, such as, schools, churches,
museums, and non-profits for over $201 million in property tax savings.
Highlights From the 2021 Assessment Roll
•

San Diego County set a record high of over $627 billion in assessed value.

•

Qualified property owners for $1.1 billion in COVID-19 related assessed value reductions.

•

Qualcomm is San Diego County’s first property taxpayer to have one of their property’s
assessed value enrolled on the tax roll for over $1 billion.

•

Assessor qualified a record-high 11,983 San Diego County disabled veterans for property tax
savings, totaling over $17 million.

•

Eighty-six percent of property owners received a 1.036% inflation adjustment, limited by
Proposition 13’s protective cap, despite skyrocketing home values rising 10.7%.

•

Proposition 13’s inflationary increase of 1.036% produced an additional $5.41 billion in
assessed value to fund schools, libraries, parks, and other public services.

•

City of Lemon Grove realized the highest assessed value growth rate at 6.08%.

•

National City saw the lowest growth rate at 2.60%. (It saw the highest last year at 7.10%.)

•

City of San Diego had the largest value increase, adding $9.9 billion or 3.39%.

Assessor Dronenburg expressed special appreciation for his staff’s hard work and dedication to closing
the 2021 assessment roll on time during the COVID-19 pandemic. Dronenburg remarked, “I applaud
my extraordinary Assessor staff for their extra efforts and fortitude making sure we closed the tax roll
as promised during this unprecedented challenging time.”
Assessed values are available to property owners online. Please go to www.sdarcc.com and click on
the “2021 Notification of Taxable Value” link under “Assessor Services.” Assessed values and
property tax exemption assistance are also available by calling the Assessor’s office at (619) 236-3771.
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SUMMARY OF TOTAL ASSESSED VALUE (GROSS) BY CITY
CITY

2020-2021

%
2021-2022 CHANGE

CARLSBAD

37,309,461,898

38,480,845,833

3.14%

CHULA VISTA

33,778,347,204

35,200,212,511

4.21%

CORONADO

10,132,674,772

10,457,541,492

3.21%

DEL MAR

4,243,425,479

4,360,151,257

2.75%

EL CAJON

10,879,536,799

11,296,471,691

3.83%

ENCINITAS

18,558,604,566

19,452,575,223

4.82%

ESCONDIDO

18,270,505,376

18,901,768,660

3.46%

IMPERIAL BEACH

2,581,273,375

2,721,680,282

5.44%

LA MESA

8,521,826,443

8,862,104,309

3.99%

LEMON GROVE

2,530,666,551

2,684,579,170

6.08%

NATIONAL CITY

4,844,001,456

4,969,982,563

2.60%

OCEANSIDE

26,990,342,886

28,176,266,201

4.39%

POWAY

11,819,283,685

12,197,618,017

3.20%

291,305,571,679 301,191,045,388

3.39%

SAN DIEGO
SAN MARCOS

14,890,516,324

15,433,625,698

3.65%

SANTEE

7,294,807,057

7,653,089,937

4.91%

SOLANA BEACH

5,616,011,833

5,815,937,904

3.56%

13,243,770,788

13,855,114,710

4.62%

522,810,628,171 541,710,610,846

3.62%

VISTA
TOTAL INCORPORATED CITIES
TOTAL UNINCORPORATED AREAS
TOTAL SAN DIEGO COUNTY

81,939,414,878

85,539,851,066

4.39%

604,750,043,049 627,250,461,912

3.72%

* Includes Secured and Unsecured Properties Prior to Exemptions
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