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San Diego County Property Tax Roll Tops $600 Billion
Hits Record High With 8™ Straight Year of Growth

Assessor Dronenburg Certifies 2020 Assessment Roll With a 5.18% Increase
Record Savings for Taxpayers & Disabled Veterans

San Diego, CA - San Diego County Assessor Ernest J. Dronenburg, Jr. has certified and closed the
2020 assessed value roll of all taxable property with a record setting high value of $604.75 billion
reflecting an increase of 5.18 percent (or $29.78 billion) over last year. The 2020 assessment roll is
comprised of 1,004,808 real estate parcels, 56,689 business personal property accounts, 13,444 boats
and 1,554 aircraft. The County’s net assessed value is $581.53 billion after deducting $23.22 billion
from a record high reduction of property tax exemptions that saved over $230 million for homeowners,

disabled veterans, and charitable organizations.

Assessor Dronenburg remarked, “The 2020 property tax roll reflects a robust real estate market as of
the state mandated January 1, 2020 valuation date.” Dronenburg continued, “Properties impacted by
COVID-19 will have their values reflected in the 2021 assessment roll per state law, however, my

office is proactively working to provide relief to COVID-19 impacted taxpayers.”

Dronenburg noted, “The 2020 property tax roll highlights the genius of Proposition 13 delivering on its
two key promises that property owners can budget for their predictable limited property tax increases
that make homeownership achievable, while delivering government a reliable and predictable revenue
source for funding key services, like schools and first responders.” Dronenburg continued “Without
Proposition 13 many homeowners and seniors on fixed incomes would have seen their property taxes
double or triple within the last few years causing them to potentially lose their homes in order to pay
their property taxes.” Dronenburg concluded, “Thanks to Prop. 13, no homeowner should lose their
home to unaffordable property taxes and no government should lack funding as Prop. 13 has insulated

them from the current Coronavirus pandemic or the usual booms and busts of the capital markets.”
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The 2020 assessment roll reflected record property tax savings for taxpayers. The Taxpayer Advocate
outreach program with the exemption teams qualified over 480,000 homeowners for over $36 million
in savings from the Homeowners’ Exemption, saved 10,108 San Diego County 100 percent disabled
veterans over $14,000,000 in property taxes using the Disabled Veterans’ Exemption, and qualified
over 5,000 welfare institutions such as schools, churches, museums, and non-profits for property tax

relief savings of over $230 million.

Highlights From the 2020 Assessment Roll

e San Diego County set a record high of over $600 billion in assessed value.

e City of San Diego had the largest value increase, adding $14.2 billion.

e National City realized the highest assessed value growth rate at 7.10 percent.

e Poway saw the lowest growth rate at 4.33 percent. (Second year in a row.)

e Assessor qualified a record high 10,108 San Diego County disabled veterans for the Disabled
Veterans’ Exemption saving them over $14 million in property taxes.

e Eighty-five percent of property owners receive the benefit of the Proposition 13 protective cap.

e Proposition 13’s 2% inflationary increase produced an additional $10 billion in assessed value
to help fund schools, libraries, parks and other public services.

e There are over 1,000 fewer businesses paying business property taxes in 2020.

Assessor Dronenburg expressed special appreciation for his staff’s hard work and dedication to closing
the 2020 assessment roll on time during the COVID-19 pandemic. The pandemic changed the way the
Assessor’s office does business, and with little notice staff transitioned to telecommuting while
continuing to efficiently serve the public through online and telephone services. Dronenburg
concluded, “I applaud my extraordinary Assessor staff for their extra efforts and fortitude while

making sure we closed the tax roll as promised during this unprecedented challenging time.”

Assessed values are available to property owners online. Please go to www.sdarcc.com and click on

the “2020 Notification of Taxable Value” link. Property tax exemption applications are also available
on the website under the “Forms” menu. Additionally, assessed values and property tax exemption

information are available by calling the Assessor’s office at (619) 236-3771.
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SUMMARY OF TOTAL ASSESSED VALUE (GROSS) BY CITY

%

CITY 2019-2020 2020-2021 CHANGE
CARLSBAD 35,612,673,271  37,309,461,898 4.76%
CHULA VISTA 31,787,621,975  33,778,347,204 6.26%
CORONADO 9,677,533,412  10,132,674,772 4.70%
DEL MAR 3,999,831,676 4,243,425,479 6.09%
EL CAJON 10,306,082,347  10,879,536,799 5.56%
ENCINITAS 17,611,513,271  18,558,604,566 5.38%
ESCONDIDO 17,327,734,231  18,270,505,376 5.44%
IMPERIAL BEACH 2,445,384,587 2,581,273,375 5.56%
LA MESA 8,121,059,268 8,521,826,443 4.93%
LEMON GROVE 2,399,664,995 2,530,666,551 5.46%
NATIONAL CITY 4,523,039,978 4,844,001,456 7.10%
OCEANSIDE 25,566,113,189  26,990,342,886 5.57%
POWAY 11,328,427,321  11,819,283,685 4.33%
SAN DIEGO 277,098,152,955 291,305,571,679 5.13%
SAN MARCOS 14,194,809,490  14,890,516,324 4.90%
SANTEE 6,813,695,160 7,294,807,057 7.06%
SOLANA BEACH 5,354,507,302 5,616,011,833 4.88%
VISTA 12,536,838,346  13,243,770,788 5.64%
TOTAL INCORPORATED CITIES 496,704,682,774 522,810,628,171 5.26%
TOTAL UNINCORPORATED AREAS 78,257,736,547  81,939,414,878 4.70%
TOTAL SAN DIEGO COUNTY 574,962,419,321 604,750,043,049 5.18%
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